February 22, 1970 


Dear Harold, (cc Paul) 

Paul, I forgot to aimrer a few items in n^’ last letter to you, vihidh you mentioned in 
your letter to me of Feb* 15. While I have had Marks books on my bibliography for some 
time I haven't read them. He sounds like trouble. The real trouble, of course, is that 
the Free Press will print any old garbage. If the name file on Puterbaugh is not with 
the things I sent, then I will send it, because I have it. The O'Leary-New Zealand 
thing may have been something thit Mary was discussing with Jim Schmidt, and I may have 
directed the thing to you by mistake, ^e Z film was shown on a TV . station in SF — Fred 
Newcomb sent the clippings . . They said it was supplied by an ex-FBI man v^o lives in 
Sausalito. They had a police expert on with it who, according to Fred, challenged the 
head movement (front hit) hypothesis. Thanks for the pages on Caafard. On Marks, perhaps 
the best thing would be for Paul to contact the Free Press and give them the word. Yes, 
it would be best to use. my home address. ;• 

Harold, what testimony do we have and what is coming^ From the carbons you sent of the 
letters to Moo, it sounds as though much of the testimony is finally available. I want 
to knov7 this so I know where we stand . Then I can see vdiat Vince or Matt can do to get 
us the rest. 

Lifton definitely has a copy of Zapruder's testimony — Fred mentioned it in a letter. His 
interest in it probably has little to do with what is in it. He. was intensely interested 
in Shaneyfelt, Frazier, and Zapruder. Donjt forget, they are working on frames missing 
from the Z film, and also, I suspect, on the theory Dave tried to sehl me on that the 
shot from the front came from higher up than the knoll and caused movement which 
suggested a double head hit. 

Can't wait to see all the testimony frcm New Orleans. One really wonders, after all the 
media misreporting, and with selective reporting in the New Orleans papers, what really 
happened during that trial. Up here in particular we were out of it until the N.O. papers 
arrived a few days late. Before jumping into a bit copying job, however, I 
would be most interested in how much money would be involved. 

Lifton got his Zapruder testimony frm Garrison's office according to Fr^'s letter, 
not frcm John, Paul, etc. I do not doubt Fred on this in the least since his mamer 
of comnunicating it, in a. casual comment,^ was not, out of the. ordinary, and that is 
usually how I have learned of various things Dave has done since he doesn't, write me. 

He probably is selling it at a prof it,, as he has- done with everything he has sold^me 
or others I know, either by over-pricing or by having the xeroxing done for free in 
an office and then selling it at about the right price. They are making quite a profit 
on those Z film copies— I won't bother you with the exact figures. Nonetheless, I ^ 
always glad to get the things he sells, although I think it is unfortunate that he is 
not generous in the manner of yourself or Paul. One wonders whether his book, or any 
book for teat matter, could be adjudged to have been worth (if it ever appears) all the 
money he has spent on it, all the time, and all of the trouble. I just w&sh he would 
get it out since he has no intention of showing- us what he has. 

On Dave's getting this testimony from Garrison's office, I am telling you only to clarify 
the situation. I debated telling you at first, to be very frank, because it would be 
just one more thing for you to get angry at, and as you know, I feel strongly that such 
things cost us a great deal in the long run by wasting your time. I hope that you ^ will 
not pursue this matter with the office or otherwise — for whatever reason they did it. 

Your time is far too valuble to all of us, and perhaps, I daresay, to the topes we have 
of effecting a public display of the truth and whatever changes in the society such a 
revelation brings. When 2 1/2 years ago I nearly got killed in that gark many people 
said that I was too valuble a person to have risked my hide. I disagreed based on that 
issue. But in this case I think that the same suggestion applies to you and in this case, 
is relevant and valid: You are too valuble and your time is too valuble to vHSte in any 

quarrels with the office, Lifton, or assorted time -wasters, ‘ r . 


Your analysis of your ability to handle tangible , problems without sweat cr worry is likely 
pretty accurate . When I first wrote you about anxiety I mentioned what is called ”free 
floating anxiety’* which is tension and nervousness. whose source is unknown. This I believe 
you suffer fron,<'^’I do. feel, however Piarold, that the example of the tax problem does not 
answer, conpletely my suggestion that you . over-react to a . number of real problems . Let me 
make a distinction here. The tax problem presents.no threat to your self-esteme. Further- 
more, and perhaps more important, there was a. solution to it; Many of the things which 
have concerned you in the past year have been things , which have not had clear * solutions . 

In addition, the solution (hopefully) is well within your grasp. In the case of your 
vork on the assassination^ (you are one of the few people where the s on the end would 
be appropriate) it is easy to see the solution far beyond your powers if you are not will- 
ing to simply wrk towards that goal at whatever paoe you can. In other words, any physical 
problems you have slow you down a bit at times. Age factors, despite your amazing ability 
to outrun the likes of Hy. and myself, slow you down. The fact hhat you are able to 
accomplish so much makes it even worse , because when you slow down to the work level 
of a ccmmon mortM you are barely moving compared to what you do when you are on top of 
.things. Any slight slowing is more noticeable. Much of your self -concept (and, at times 
you may wrongly perceive, others* esteme“for,you) derives from your ability tp do such 
hard and thorough vork. The solution, in part, is what I have suggested before.' Accept 
a few limitations and accept whatever work level you can manage. If you begin to have 
any dizzy spells or get' too anxious it is probably largely (fiue to allowing yourself to 
worry too much about the many problems connected with work on the case. The net affect 
of pushing yourself too hard emotionally, and of letting the work of troublemakers unduely 
upset you, is to help create the anxiety which in tarn leads to anxiety and its attendant 
symptoms — and their cost.' More than .slowing down, I am urging you not to let yourself 
speed up, ' ■ 

Your idea for that additon'to page 113 of Coup on honxosexuality is OK, but rereading 
page 113 nakes me feel more strongly that the homosexuality thing should be kept out. 

I think that it confuses the issue. As, I wrote you before., I think, the aggressively 
dangerous homosexual is probably aggressively dangerous for reasons other than his homo- 
sexuality, For example, some homosexuals are schizophrenics (probably a very sigeable 
proprotion), especially paranoid schizophrenics, the subtype most prone to violence, 
especially incredibly violent and way out types of violence. Others are psychophths 
and feel no anxiety cr guilt and are. violent when it suits their needs . Fran a distance , 
and don’t quote me on this, I would be very surprised if David Ferrie were not a. 
paranoid schizophrenic, and in fact, would be willing to be on it. . Violence and small 
little plotting groups would most likely attract people like paranoid schizophrenics 
and various other types of schizophrenics. Then there would be various character dis- . 
orders including psychopHaths . Sane of the latter would be involved prdnerily for the 
money or power involved. One would expect to find a higher incidence of homosexuality 
(for statistical reasons) among such groups. Obviously, so called "latent, homosexuality" 
or fears of hcmosexuality can both eleiit a great deal of violence; for example, the case 
of the football team that goes out beating up homosexuals, or the homosexual ath^^ who 
is beaten very badly in a locker room. Basically, althou^ it is interesting in this 
case, it will confuse the average person, many will misread it no matter how well you 
write it, hcmosexuals will feel persecuted, and professionals will challenge it. I 
think more and more as I re-read it (something I did a number of times, as you must 
have realized, before I wrote you the first two times on this subject) that it could 
only detract from your book. There is, however, one possible way of using it and avoiding 
the pitfalls (at least I feel they are pitfalls) that I list above: By^|xhrasing the entire 
thrust of that page in' the .opposite direction. Content might be something like the follow- 
ing Cl am not suggesting this precise phrasing) : Cut M the j 

sentence which i*^ds "These are boys and homosexuals," and start the paragraph: "It is 

a great misfortune that those of younger age gropps are often attracted to armaments and 
guerilla warfare training of the non-nursery school variety." 


Then, after that paragraph: ’^Another subgroup iiitWM which seems to be over-represented 

among those who play a role in the assassination story as it unfolds are honosexuals. This 
is a great misfortune given the sti^^ra already attached to honosexuality in our society, 
and for that reason I will digress a moment to e:<amine it. Naturally, many might readily 
assume that the drawing such training operations have for young boys might attract homo- 
sexuals interested in increasing their contact with young males. But, many might also 
quetiinn whether the docile homosenual of our cultural m^h would want any part of 
aggressive action. In terms of the well adjusted male who has, for one reason or another, 
accepted a homosexual role and identity (termed the "true honosexual invert" in psychiatric 
jargon), this may well be the case. But there are instances in v^ich homosexuality is just 
a sympton of maladjustment or psychiatric disorder. For instance, homosexuality is not 
infrequently found among schizpphrenics , pariricularly of the paranoid type. Noteworthy 
would be ^ the tendency of the latter to easily identify with the thinking and plotting 
of certain of our fascist groups, and further noteworthy is the anger§ resentment 
often seen in such individuals and the fact that their rage not infrequently leads to 
violent acts . Furthermore , there are sbbgroups among homosexuals who feel the need to 
continually assert their manhood through violent acts. Sane feel that iihe latter is 
not unlike the heterosexual male who is sufficiently concerned about fears of homosexuality 
that he beats up a homosexual ina bar or locker room. 

Basically, fiarold, I am very much against canning those first two of the last 4 smll 
paragraphs at the bottom of the page. The homo-erotic business is a lot of nonsense 
and something, while those with whom you spoke with probably believe it, ifeSiKiSjSf adds 
which 

nothing to the book and can detract quite a bit. There has been too much theorizing 
in this area, whether by psychiatrists or homosexuals doesn’t matter, and as soon as 
I get time, I plan a major rebuttal to what has been done. Furthermore, it is important 
not to ever ask a question like "Wehter or not one regards homosexuals as sick..." 
for the very reason that you point out in trying to explain some of the facets of "homo- 
sex uality." Homosexuality itself is not one syndrome. It implies only sexual orgasm 
with a member of the same sex. It can be a syhizpphrenic symptom, a neurotic sympton, 
a life style (true inversion) and symptomatic of nothing but an identity pattern, aH 
behavior during adolescent ego diffusion or identity confusion resulting from acting 
on a momentary impulse or fear of heterosexuality (I am treating two right now like 
this), etc. It is never a sickness — never. It can be a symptom of a sickness, but 
is not sickness itself. Furthermore, the point which I think you should make here is 
not that the sicker members of the society are attracted to Brown et . al . , but that 
(as you ar^ really emphasizing with the Tarrants example) even so called normal people 
can find outlets for their M sicker sides if influenced by guys like Brown. Then, 
that: Naturally, besides people whose views of the world or whose behavioral patterns 
have been corrupted by guys like Broon, undoubtedly many who join and are zealous members 
(and perfiaps leaders of these groups) are people with genmmne psychiatric disorders. 

If the latter were to act out their impulses against strangers on the streetor their 
neighbors they would end up in jail or a mental institution, but within the subculture 
of the right wing mnderground they can act out their anti-social feelings and impulses 
with rarely any confinement or sanction resulting. 

I am sorry that I have taken until now to reread again this page and to make my 
comments at this late date in a more pointed fashion. At the time I firit read this 
my orientation was more towarxis helping you learn about the subject, and I suppose 
that I paid less attention to the text in the context of the subject mtter of your 
book — namely, the assassinations. For what they are worth, these are more final ideas 
on this hairy subject. (By the way, I have become more and more concerned with this 
problem, not only because I am treating a few horosexuals as patients now, but because 
I was a consultant for a TV series on the subject which begins next week locally.) 

Well, I’ve got to go now. Best of luck with the tax business. 



cc: Dick, Paul 


